
Dear Friend,  
 
I am writing you as Associate Vocation Director for the Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati and coordinator of the new Run for the Call initiative to invite 
you to join me in this exciting new cause. First, though, please allow me to 
describe the inspiration for and importance of this cause. 
 
Over the past four years, the number of seminarians studying for the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati has increased dramatically from 29 in 2008 to 
an anticipated 55 this Fall. Of those 55, about 20 will be in college and, 
since 2009, these men have been responsible for the full cost of their 
college tuition. Without the ability to have even part time jobs during the 
school year, this can create a challenge and, in some cases, an obstacle. 
 
At the beginning of the 2010-11 school year, two college seminarian 
candidates came to the Archdiocese needing additional help to cover the 
costs of tuition as they had explored all other options and their families still 
could not afford it. Without these funds, these men would not be able to 
enter formation. The Archdiocese generously loaned them the money, but 
as numbers continue to rise, more families may be in need and this could 
become unfeasible for the Archdiocese and so Run for the Call was born. 
 
Run for the Call is a group of Catholic men and women of all ages who, 
through running, prayer, and sacrifice, are dedicated to promoting a 
culture of vocations and raising money to support seminarians throughout 
the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. The team will be running in the weekend 
events of the Flying Pig Marathon on May 4-5, 2013. By generously 
donating to Run for the Call, you will allow seminarians to focus more 
easily on their studies, their prayer and the discernment of God’s will for 
their lives. In so doing, you are taking part in forming these men to be the 
good and holy priests that God is calling them to be while also helping to 
enliven a much needed vocation culture in this Archdiocese. 
 
If you find that you cannot afford to donate to this cause this year, please 
consider a prayer pledge on behalf of the seminarians. The power of 
prayer is strong and, with your dedicated prayers, the lives of these men 
can be transformed. I also encourage you to send in any prayer intentions 
which we can then offer up during our training and our running. 
 
I thank you in advance for your consideration and generosity. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
 
Wayne Topp 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati Associate Vocation Director 
Run for the Call Coordinator 
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